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******** C a l l   f o r   P a p e r s ********

The Fifth International Workshop on Information Retrieval with

Asian Languages - IRAL' 2000

September 30 - October 1,  2000

Theme: "Global Interaction in the New Millennium"

 Co-organized by:

     Department of Systems Engineering & Engineering Management, CUHK

     ACM Hong Kong Chapter

 In cooperation with:

     ACM SIGIR (seeking approval)

     Association for Computational Linguistics & Chinese Language Processing

     Chinese Language Computer Society (CLCS)

     Information Processing Society of Japan (IPSJ)

     Japanese Association for Natural Language Processing

     SIG-KLP Korean Information Science Society (KISS)

     Singapore Computer Society

 ABOUT THE WORKSHOP

      The increasing volume of information available  globally  through the World-Wide-Web  places  high demands on information search engines in terms of both speed and effectiveness.  As a result, much  research  interest in information  retrieval  (IR)  has  been spurred in recent years.  While R&D results related to IR for Western languages, are widely and  timely publicized,  the same for Asian languages, e.g. Chinese, Japanese, etc. is  rare. For this reason, the International Workshop on  Information  Retrieval for Asian  Languages (IRAL) was started in 1996 to serve as a forum for  reporting the state-of-the-art and/or state-of-the-practice R&D efforts in information retrieval technology for Asian languages.

      The purpose of the IRAL workshop is to bring together researchers  and developers  who  are  interested  in  exchanging  new  ideas and  presenting results in the field of information retrieval (IR), with an emphasis on the issues related to Asian languages and multilingual applications.  The   first International Workshop was held in 1996 in Taejon,  Korea,  with  the  name "Information  Retrieval  with  Oriental  Languages".  The second, third and fourth workshops were held in Japan, Singapore and Taiwan in 1997, 1998 and 1999 respectively.  To further facilitate interchange between scientists in the information retrieval community, the fifth workshop (IRAL2000) will

be held in Hong Kong.

      In particular, the theme of the IRAL2000 is "Global Interaction in the new Millennium".  Under this theme, original research papers concerning  not only information retrieval for Asian languages but also cross-, multi- and trans-lingual  information  retrieval  between Asian and other languages is the focus of the workshop.  With the openness of the Internet, it  is crucial  for  Asians  and people in other parts of the world to appreciate  the  latest technologies and resources in IR, which will  form  the information highway backbone in the new Millennium.

 ABOUT HONG KONG

      Hong Kong is an international city receptive to new technology. Each year,  many  international trade exhibitions, conferences, etc. are held  in Hong Kong. Hong Kong is renowned for her walking tours, with temples,shops and  parks  etc.  located within short distance from major downtown hotels. There are many attractions such as the  world  longest  escalator climbing 2,620 feet from the Central District up to the Mid-levels residential area, passes some of Hong Kong's best restaurants and interesting pottery  shops; the  beautiful and traditional outer islands which is an attraction for  all ages, e.g. places such as Cheung Chau, Lamma Island and Lantau Island provide  a contrast to the hustling and bustling city life style of Hong Kong, etc.  These interesting attractions await your exploration!

 SCOPE

      IRAL2000 welcomes submissions of original papers in the broad field  of information  storage  and retrieval, but topics related to Asian Languages, multi-lingual and cross-lingual aspects will be  given  higher  preference. The technical issues to be addressed include, but are not limited to:

 -    IR theory including statistical and logical IR  models,  data fusion, etc.

 -    Experimentation: test collections, evaluation  measures, experimental

      design, testing methodology, scalability.

 -    Systems and implementation issues: integration with database systems,

      networked  systems  and  the  internet,  compression,  efficient query

      evaluation.

 -    Natural language  processing:  word  sense  disambiguation, discourse

      analysis,  and  summarization  for the purpose of IR; cross-lingual IR

      systems, dialog management, use of linguistic resources for IR.

 -    Information filtering, routing, and text classification.

 -  Applications: task-embedded IR internet, electronic publishing, digital libraries, text datamining, etc.

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONTRIBUITORS

      Papers (4 hardcopies) should be submitted in English  to  one  of the  Program Co-Chairs of the Fifth International Workshop as follows:

 Dik Lee                                 


Jong-Hyeok Lee

 Dept. of Computer Science               

Dept. of Computer Science

 HK Univ. of Science & Technolgy         
POSTECH

 Clear Water Bay, Kowloon                
San 32 Hyoja-dong Nam-gu

 Hong Kong                               

Pohang 790-784

 China.                                  


Korea.

 Email: dlee@cs.ust.hk                   

jhlee@postech.ac.kr

 IMPORTANT DATES

      Submission Deadline      
June 9, 2000.

      Author Notifiaction      
July 21, 2000.

      Final Paper Submission   
August 18, 2000.

      Workshop                 
September 30 and October 1, 2000.

MORE INFORMATION

      For more information, contact:

         Kam-Fai Wong

         Department of Systems Engineering and Engineering Management

         The Chinese University of Hong Kong

         Shatin, N.T. Hong Kong, China.

         Tel: +852 2609-8332

         Fax: +852 2609-5505

         Email: kfwong@se.cuhk.edu.hk

         or: http://www.cintec.cuhk.edu.hk/~iral2000/

 Honorary Co-chairs

 Pak-Chung Ching, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Benjamin Wah, University of Illinois, USA

 General Chair

 Kam-Fai Wong, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Steering Committee

 Jun Adachi, NACSIS, Japan

 Lee-Feng Chien, Academia Sunica, Taiwan

 Tetsuya Ishikawa, University of Library and Information Science, Japan

 Mun-Kew Leong, KRDL, Singapore

 Sung Hyon Myaeng, Chungnam  National University, Korea

 Kam-Fai Wong, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Organzisation Committee

 Chair:

 Chun-Hung Cheng, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Publicity:

 Jeffrey Yu, Austrialian Normal University, Australia

 Treasurer:

 Chris Yang, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Registration:

 Wai Lam, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Secretaries:

 Jin Honglan, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Publication:

 Qin Lu,  The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China

 Local Arrangement:

 Wenjie Li, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Robert Luk, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China

 John Sum, Hong Kong Baptist University, China

 Jacqueline Wong, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Gilbert Young, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China

 Program Committee

 Co-chairs:

 Dik L. Lee, The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, China

 Jong-Hyeok Lee, Pohang University of Science and Technology, Korea

 Committee members:

 Jun Adachi, NACSIS, Japan

 Jun-Ichi Aoe, University of Tokushima, Japan

 Aitao Chen, University of California at Barkeley, USA

 Hsinchun Chen, University of Arizona, USA

 Hsin-Hsi Chen, National Taiwan University, Taiwan

 Lee-Feng Chien, Academia Sinica, Taiwan

 Key-Sun Choi, KAIST, Korea

 Susan Dumais, Microsoft Research, USA

 Fredric C. Gey, University of California at Berkeley, USA

 Gregory Grefenstette, Xerox Research Center, France

 Eduard Hovy, University of Southern California, USA

 David Hull, Xerox RCE, France

 Tetsuya Ishikawa, University of Library and Information Science, Japan

 Gareth J. F. Jones, University of Exeter, UK

 Asanee Kawtrakul, Kasetsart University, Thailand

 Kui-Lam Kwok, Queens College, CUNY, USA

 Hyuk-Chul Kwon, Pusan National University, Korea

 Wai Lam, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Dik L. Lee, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, China

 Geunbae Lee, Pohang University of Science and Technology, Korea

 Jong-Hyeok Lee, Pohang University of Science and Technology, Korea

 Young-Suk Lee, MIT Lincoln Laboratory

 Mun-Kew Leong, KRDL, Singapore

 Helen Meng, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Sung Hyon Myaeng, Chungnam National University, Korea

 Jian-Yun Nie, Universite de Montreal, Canada

 Yoshiki Niwa, Hitachi, Japan

 Douglas W. Oard, University of Maryland, USA

 Cheol-Young Ock, University of Ulsan, Korea

 Akitoshi Okumura, NEC, Japan

 Keith Van Rijsbergen, University of Glasgow, UK

 Hae-Chang Rim, Korea University, Korea

 Shuicai Shi, Beijing Info. Tech. Inst., China

 Sam-Yuan Sung, National University of Singapore, Singapore

 Ross Wilkinson, CSIRO, Australia

 Kam-Fai Wong, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

 Industrial Sponsors:

 * Automated Systems (HK) LTD

 * EPROBITI Information Technology Ltd.

 * INL Ltd.

 * Microsoft Research China

 * Sun Microsystems

 * Wisers Information Ltd.

 * K.C. Wong Education Foundation
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